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Dear Parents/Carers,

Please read this information carefully as it contains curriculum coverage for the teaching of Relationships
Education, Health Education and Sex Education.

From September 2020, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) became compulsory in all primary schools and
parents/carers do not have the right to withdraw their children from this subject. We believe that this
work is an important part of safeguarding children as knowledge empowers them; helps them to stay safe and
cope with puberty by understanding why their bodies will change. However, there are some elements of your
child's education that do you have the right to withdraw from. Parents do have the right to withdraw their
child (following discussion with the school) from any aspects of Sex Education.

Children in Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 will be covering sex education as part of their RSE/PSHE curriculum. This
is Tfaught in an age appropriate manner, and if you have concerns, we invite you to come into school for further
support/guidance on the resources we use to teach these sessions. Below is just a small list of some of the
concepts your child will be learning during RSE. These are:

- Healthy relationships, (including friendships and intimate relationships; families)
- growing and changing, (including puberty)

- personal hygiene;

- changing feelings;

- becoming more independent (keeping safe)

- developing self-esteem and confidence

If you do wish to withdraw your child, then please sign the withdrawal form at the end of this document. Please
note, that withdrawal requests can only be approved by the Head Teacher.

Why is this RSE and PSHE curriculum needed?

The following bullet points highlight the importance of RSE and PSHE in primary schools.

-More than ever before, children are exposed to representations of sex and sexuality through the social
culture around them. The unregulated content on the internet or social media, can mean children may be
exposed o dangerous, confusing or scary content. We can prepare them for this by presenting a balanced view
of positive healthy relationships to help them to be discerning and to stay safe.

-There is lots of independent research showing most parents and carers value the support of schools in
providing Relationship and Sex Education for their children. Parents and schools want children to be safe and

happy.

-A range of independent research consistently shows that effective Relationship Education delays first sexual
experience and reduces risk-taking in young people.

-Surveys of children and young people, as well as Ofsted, have repeatedly said that Relationship and Sex
Education tends to be “too little, oo late and too biological”. This is one of the many reasons why the
Department for Education has made Relationships and Health Education compulsory in primary schools from
September 2020, with an emphasis on Relationships Education.

(ZQ RNE
g‘/ =Y school
SR N achievement award
New Opportunities Fund = ™ deparument for education and sk
funded —

200N



The Drive Primary School

j'.
c Mrs R Farren = Ga teShead
: 1 3
.2 Head Teacher mﬁ C OU”C;LLA_—:-"
g S The Drive, Felling, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear, NE10 OPY e
JEARN AND GROW Tel: (0191) 421 0390

www.thedriveprimary.org

What does the RSE and PSHE curriculum look like at The Drive Primary School?
Below, I have included an overview of our RSE and PSHE curriculum. Further information is on our website,
under 'PSHE and RSE curriculum’.

All children (Year 1-6) will cover the following units over the course of an academic year. These topics are:

- Whole body Health (including mental health)

- Keeping safe and Managing Risk

- Identity, Society and Equality

- Sex and Relationship Education

- Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco Education

- Friendships and Families

- Careers, Financial Capability and Economic Wellbeing

PSHE and RSE education is taught throughout the school in every year group and is monitored and reviewed
regularly by the staff and Governing Body. All RSE and PSHE teaching takes place will take place in a safe
learning environment and is underpinned by our school ethos and values.

If you require more information, I urge you to explore the following websites, which explains more about RSE
and PSHE in Primary Schools.

https://www.parentkind.org.uk/Parents/Relationships-Education-and-Relationships-and-Sex-Education-RE-RSE
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-sex-and-health-education-quides-for-schools
https://assets.publishing.service.qgov.uk/qgovernment/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907638/R
SE_primary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf

I invite you to read our policy and other relevant documents available on our website
(https://www.thedriveprimary.co.uk/personal-social-health-and-economic-education-and-/) and welcome any
suggestions that you may have by completing the Form - click on the below link:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=B80YZOFrEUqlbGbkGPZKRpdxfdq2e MBCIrPECXS 2
NUOVpTVURQO TUyMkdWWKEXNDICNzMOVKhBVi4u

As always, we value your feedback and are happy to discuss any aspects of the curriculum/Policy with you.
Regards,

Mrs R Farren
Head Teacher
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Parent Form: Withdrawal from Sex Education

TO BE COMPLETED BY PARENT/CARER
Name of Please circle your child's year group:
child
Year 2
Year 4
Year 6
Name of
Parent
Reason for
withdrawing
Parent
Signature
and Date
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