	Homework  
Maths - A task will be set on MyMaths and Times Tables Rockstars every Monday to be completed by the following Monday.  
Spellings – These are stuck in your child’s contact book on Monday to be taken home and learned for a test on Friday. They are also on our website in Classes -Year 4. 
Reading – For extra practice at home, your child is encouraged to use Reading Plus. 4 stories, 1 visual skill and 1 vocab skill to be complete each week. 

Reading and Contact Books  
Reading is so important for the development of your child and is key to learning. With this in mind, we encourage you to read as much with your child as possible. This could be through reading stories with them, or to them as part of your bedtime routine.  
 
‘Reading is food for the mind and soul’ 
 
Please ensure that reading and contact books are returned to school every Friday so they can be checked and changed. Please comment in the reading record to show that your child has read at home.  
PE Days  
PE days are Monday (P.E kit) and Friday (P.E kit). 
Please ensure that your child is wearing the school PE kit which includes: Drive PE top (in your child’s team colour), blue or black shorts/tracksuit bottoms (not branded) and appropriate trainers or plimsolls.  
 
Trips  
TBC 
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Information for Children,  Parents and Carers 

	During this half term we will be learning about: 
  English  
We will be studying the text “How to train your dragon” by Cressida Cowell this term as well as “The Lambton Worm,” a legend story, which fits into our History topic and local area. We will be writing character and setting descriptions. We will continue to develop the use of fronted adverbials. We will also be writing stories, letters and diary entries. In reading we will be developing inference skills, understanding of authors choice and use of language. 
Maths  
We will be mastering our written methods in column addition and subtraction, short multiplication and division. We will be continuing fraction work, learning to identify equivalent fractions and fractions that are more than one. This will prepare us for learning to write decimal equivalents for any number of tenths and know decimal/fraction equivalents for ¼, ½ and ¾. We will be finding the effect of dividing a one and two digit number by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the digits as ones, tenths and hundredths. Moving onto money, we will be building on our knowledge of place value and decimal notation.  In addition, we will explore how to use co-ordinates and graphs.

Science  
Our Science topic in Spring is States of Matter. We will be learning about what makes something a solid, liquid or a gas and what solids, liquids and gases are made of. We will be able to describe what happens when substances change state and what evaporation and condensation is. 

History  
Our History topic is the Vikings this term! By the end of the topic we will be able to explain when and where the Vikings came from and why they raided Britain. We will be able to compare the significance of Anglo-Saxon kings during the Viking period. We will be able to identify and explain key aspects of Viking life and have an understanding of crime and punishment in AngloSaxon and Viking Britain
	
Geography  
Our Geography topic is ‘All around the world’. We will use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries in the context of using co-ordinates to find locations. We will use longitude and latitude to find places on maps, atlases and globes, including the position and significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. In each tropic we will be comparing the climate with that of the UK and finding some countries that are in each tropic. By learning the position and significance of time zones (including day and night), we will be comparing times in different countries and identify the position and significance of time zones

Religious Education  
Our R.E enquiry question is ‘Just how important are our beliefs?’. We will learn about how followers of religion worship and what this religion teaches about commitment. We will also explore how people sacrifice and the meaning behind it. 

Music  
We continue to learn to play the ocarina with our specialist music teacher, Miss Christie from Gateshead Music Authority. 

Physical Education  
Our topic will be Dance in Spring Term 1 where we will be creating and performing dances based on characters and narrative. In Spring Term 2 we will be learning skills linked to Net and Wall Games such as tennis and badminton. 

ICT 
In Computer Science this term we will be learning about decoding, using an app called Scratch (https://scratch.com). By the end of this unit we will be able to explain what a programmer does and be able to define sequence and explain how it relates to programming.
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