
 Reading is very important for your child’s development and plays a key role in their learning. 
With this in mind, we encourage you to read with your child as much as possible. 

Your child will receive two books: one for reading for pleasure, which an adult should share 
with the child, and one that is matched to their phonics level, which they should read to you. 
We encourage children to read their phonics book every night, as regular practice helps to 
develop fluency and confidence. 

Please ensure that reading and contact books are returned to school every Friday so they 
can be checked and changed. We would also appreciate it if you could add a comment in the 
reading record to show that your child has read at home. 

Your child will also receive a word list that we have been working on in class. These words 
are usually set for two weeks, although occasionally they may be for one week. 

At the end of Year 1, children will complete a phonics screening assessment, which focuses 
on reading both real and alien (nonsense) words. Children will be given alien words to practise 
at home to support them with this. 
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Recapping sounds: sh, ch, th, ck, ng, wh and qu 

Please note: New reading books containing our current focus sound (ai) will not be 

sent home until Week 6. This is because home reading books are matched to learning 

from two units (approximately four weeks) earlier than what we are currently 

teaching in class. 

Over the next four weeks, the books sent home will continue to provide valuable 

practice and consolidation of previously taught sounds, including sh, ch, th, ck, ng, 

wh and qu. This helps children build confidence and fluency before moving on to new 

spelling patterns. 
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