Homework 
In your child’s contact book, there will be spellings for your child to practise each week. These will be linked to the sounds they have been learning in their phonics lessons. 


Reading and Contact Books 
Reading is so important for the development of your child and is key to learning. With this in mind, we encourage you to read as much with your child as possible. This could be through reading stories with them, or to them as part of your bedtime routine. 
Please ensure that reading and contact books are returned to school every Friday so they can be checked and changed. Please comment in the reading record to show that your child has read at home. Your child will bring home 2 books. One book will be a phonics book that they should read to you. The other book is a ‘reading for pleasure’ book that your child has chosen. They may not be able to read this book independently. It is a book for you to read to them / with them. 


PE Days 
PE days are Wednesday and Friday.

Please ensure that your child comes to school on these days wearing the school PE kit. 
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During this half term we will be learning about:

English 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This half term, we will explore a range of exciting picture books, spending two weeks on each book. During these units, children will develop their writing skills by learning how to use adjectives, conjunctions and other key grammar features to enhance their work. They will also explore different genres of writing and identify the features that make each one unique. At the end of each two-week unit, the children will create a special class book, showcasing their own independent writing inspired by the book we have studied.

Maths 
In Maths, we will focus on number this term. We will ensure we are confident counting forwards and backwards within 100. In Year 2, it is important we have a good understanding of how 2-digit numbers are made up of tens and ones. We will compare, partition, and build 2-digit numbers to develop this understanding. We will also practice counting in multiples of 10 forwards and backwards. We will be developing our mental calculation strategies by learning about doubles and near doubles as well as learning about the difference between numbers.

Science 
Our Science topic this term is living things and their habitats. We will categorise objects into living, dead and non- living by understanding what living things can do which non-living things cannot. Children will look at habitats and explore their differences and similarities. 

History 
The children will be learning about ‘The Great Fire of London’. We will find out where and why the fire started as well as looking at the first hand account of Samuel Pepys. We will then compare this event to the Great Fire of Gateshead and Newcastle. 

Geography 
The children will be learning about maps and their uses. We will look at many kinds of maps and consider how they are useful to us. We will learn compass points to help us describe the maps we see. We will also learn about the continents and oceans of the world.

Religious Education 
In RE, the children will learn about giving thanks and why it is important. We will look at the different ways we can give thanks and when we may do this. 

Music 
In Music we will be learning to discuss pulse, pitch, and rhythm in a variety of songs.

Physical Education 
In PE, pupils will be creating games. They will create simple tactics, follow and develop rules for games. Pupils will apply these in games playing against themselves, with a partner and in teams. Pupils will also apply their knowledge of how, where and why to dodge. They will learn the roles of attacking and defending and start to understand when we attack and when we defend while using their dodging skills.

PSHE 
The children will think about being happy and healthy this term. They will think about the benefits of exercise, good hygiene and eating well and how it can benefit our physical and mental health.

DT
In DT, we will be making bread. We will look at bread we can buy today and design a loaf the baker could have baked before the Great Fire of London.

Art
In art, we are learning about painting and collage. We will learn to mix colours. We will create some collages linked to ‘The Great Fire of London.’ We will also study some fire paintings and make links between artwork we see and our own artwork.
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